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West of England Rural Network 

• Broadband 

• Affordable housing  

• Access to Services and Community Transport 

• Fuel Poverty and Energy Generation  

• Social Enterprise Support and Funding Advice  

• Community Planning 

• Community Buildings and Assets 

• Village Agents 

• Strategic support 

 



Localism in a Nutshell 

• Community rights  

– Community right to challenge  

– Community right to bid 

• Neighbourhood planning  

– Community right to build 

• Housing  

• Empowering cities and other local areas  

• General power of competence 

– Abolition of the standards board 



Localism in Context 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/coalition_programme_for_government.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents/enacted/data.htm
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/decentralisationguide
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1896534.pdf


Localism in Context 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents/enacted/data.htm
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/decentralisationguide
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1896534.pdf
http://assets.cabinetoffice.gov.uk.s3-external-3.amazonaws.com/midtermreview/HMG_MidTermReview.pdf


Community Rights 

Right to bid  

•  identify community assets 

– village shop 

– local pub 

– land 

• List maintained by Bath &  

North East Somerset Council 

• 6 month window to bid 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/neighbourhoods-and-community-safety/localism-and-community-planning/new-community-rights/as


Community Rights 

Right to challenge 

• Delivery of services – valued  

or improved 

• Expression of interest 

• B&NES Council consider 

• Proposal goes out  

to tender................... 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/neighbourhoods-and-community-safety/localism-and-community-planning/new-community-rights/co


Bristol City Region 

http://www.westofenglandlep.co.uk/assets/files/LEP Business Plan 19.12.11 revised.pdf
http://www.dpm.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files_dpm/resources/CO_Unlocking GrowthCities_acc.pdf
http://www.bristol2050.co.uk/
http://www.dpm.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files_dpm/resources/Bristol-and-West-of-England-City-Deal-FINAL.pdf
http://www.bis.gov.uk/heseltine-review


Bristol City Region 



Neighbourhood Planning 

National Local Neighbourhood 

National Planning 

Policy Framework 

Core Strategy Neighbourhood 

Plan 

Central Government 

 

 

 

 

Bath & North East 

Somerset Council 

 

Parish Council 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/2116950.pdf
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/core-strategy
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/neighbourhood-planning-protocol-my-neighbourh


Sustainable Communities 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Planning-and-Building-Control/Planning-Policy/Core-Strategy/SpatialOptions/CSSOInfoPaper-Settlementclassification.pdf
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Planning-and-Building-Control/Planning-Policy/Core-Strategy/SpatialOptions/CSSOInfoPaper-Settlementclassification.pdf


Sustainable Communities 

This country’s rural communities cannot 

stand still. Change is inevitable whether 

development takes place or not, and the 

choices we make today will  

shape  tomorrow’s character 

 of the market towns, villages 

 and hamlets that make up 

 our countryside. 

Matthew Taylor 2008 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/livingworkingcountryside.pdf


Steps to a Neighbourhood Plan 

If there is a parish or town 

council, they take the lead 

Work up details with the community 

and consult statutory consultees 

Submit proposals to 

the local authority  

Independent 

Examination  

Local authority 

checks proposals   

Community 

referendum  

Development 

Plan Document  

The local authority 

must help here – ie 

advise on conformity 

with Local Plan 

Potential for challenge by 

consultees/others 

The examiner is checking the 

basic conditions – a plan must:  

•  have an appropriate fit with 

local and national policy; 

• have special regard for listed 

buildings and conservation 

areas; 

• be compatible with EU and 

ECHR obligations  

Potential for adoption as 

Supplementary Planning 

Document SPD 



What does a NP look like? 

• First NP past Independent 

inspection 

• 17 Parish Councils 

• 7 Policies proposed 

• 5 housing related 

• Referendum in March 

• Flexible wider Core Strategy 

exists for District 

uecp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/uecp-action-plan.pdf


http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Planning-and-Building-Control/Planning-Policy/Evidence-Base/SHLAA/SHLAAMay2011-SitePlansVillages.pdf
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Planning-and-Building-Control/Planning-Policy/Evidence-Base/SHLAA/SHLAAMay2011-SiteAssessmentsVillages.pdf


Partnering? 

 



Funding 

1. Funding for businesses through LEP 

2. Section 106 funding 

3. Community Infrastructure Levy 

4. New Homes Bonus 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/housing/pdf/1846530.pdf
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/supplementary-planning-documents-spds/plannin
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/community-infrastructure-levy
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2012/9780111519868


Community Land Trusts 

http://www.communitylandtrusts.org.uk/what-are-clts


What you need 

• Ambition 

• Vision 

• Potential 

• Aspiration 

• Ownership 

• Pride 

• Support 

• Resources 

• Training 

• Financial 

• Capital 

• Assets 

• Expertise 

• Time 

 



Other support 

http://www.planninghelp.org.uk/what-were-doing/supporting-communities-and-neighbourhoods-in-planning/advice
http://www.planninghelp.org.uk/what-were-doing/supporting-communities-and-neighbourhoods-in-planning/advice
http://www.pas.gov.uk/pas/aio/1256514
http://www.acre.org.uk/our-work/community-led-planning/Resources/Community+Led+Planning+Toolkit/
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